The title compound, C 13 H 9 NO 4 , is almost planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.071 Å ). In the crystal, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN interactions connect the molecules into ribbons propagating parallel to the a-axis direction.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure showing 50% displacement ellipsoids. Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
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Refinement. All hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding model. Methyl C-H bonds were fixed at 0.96 Å, with displacement parameters 1.5 times U eq (C), and were allowed to spin about the C-C bond. Aromatic C-H distances were set to 0.93 Å and their U(iso) set to 1.2 times the U eq for the atoms to which they are bonded. 
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